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First of all, I would like to recognise Bruce Ellis, our hard working Publicity
Director, for all the effort putting the Newsletter together and helping to keep us
all uplifted and connected over these times.

I also hope you enjoyed your telephone call from a member of the Management
Committee.  We all enjoyed talking to you and listening to how and what you are
doing to occupy your lives.  We are going to try repeat it over the summer.

At last we can see BC COVID-19 restrictions gradually relaxing as we slowly
enter stage 3.  We still need to remember the virus is still out there, especially
now as we go out and mix more – we must take great care to help ourselves
and others stay safe.

It is great to see some outside activities starting, like golf and hiking.  To make
sure we keep everyone safe, please follow the simple BC COVID-19
precautions.  Don’t go if you if you don’t feel well, or have recently contacted
someone with flu-like symptoms.  Keep groups small, to a maximum of 5 other
persons.  Maintain physical distancing, practise good hygiene, handwashing etc.
No handshakes or transfer of material.  Group leaders should record names of
participants for potential contact tracing.

It will be sometime in the future before we can get back to any close proximity
indoors, or larger group activities.  In the meantime, enjoy your summer and
keep yourselves and others happy and safe.

Cheers!
President Ken
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For a view of what Probus is doing across the nation,
go to Probus Canada and open their newsletter.



GUESS WHO?….  Your Orca Executives at an earlier age
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Lunch Bunch

Hello again!  Here is what you get when
you have to stay home from the joys of
Restauranting!  So looking forward to
'The Good Olde Times'.

Maxine

Dining in / BBQ Groups
Dining In is obviously not going to happen this season, but is anyone interested
in joining a BBQ group this summer?

It would be run under strict BC COVID-19 restrictions, i.e. outdoors, 6 persons
max per group, seats arranged for social distancing, no personal contact or
interchange of materials, bring your own drinks and hand sanitizer.  Cutlery,
glasses, facilities, surfaces and seats to be sterilised by host.  Food provided
by host.

If you would feel comfortable and would like to join such a group, please
contact:

Pamela Melko

I was hit by a bottle of Omega-3 pills.  Luckily my wound was only super-fish-oil!
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HIKING GROUP

Jim Cooper is leading weekly hikes, provided the group size is limited and
social distancing is followed.  If interested, contact Jim.

Sign in store:  Peanuts $1.25 per bag; Deer nuts are under a buck!



  GARDEN CLUB

While they are not able to meet as a group, the gardeners in our club have extra time to
spend in their gardens.  Flowers and veggies galore.

Karen’s Duchess of Edinburgh Clematis

Margie’s Rhododendron

Lynnette’s Grevillea Victoriae

Isabelle’s Roses —–>

← Miles’ Roses
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More pictures from our members’ gardens

Barb’s Gaillardia

Cricket’s Peas

Maxine’s Patio Pots

Kelly and Judy’s Garden Wendy’s Garden
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Golf GROUP
On June 25th, 16 of our Orca Probus members enjoyed our first golf event of the
season at the 18-hole executive-length Arrowsmith Golf Course in the Qualicum
Beach area.

Luck was with us as we caught a sunny 23-degree day (kind of rare for the cooler
than average spring/early summer weather we have been experiencing on the
Island this year).  Following a fast-paced 3-hour round, most of us stayed for
dinner at Mickey J's outdoor patio, which had recently re-opened, with social
distancing, of course.

Our next golf event will probably be at Qualicum Beach Memorial course in late
July, with dining afterwards on the patio.  Stayed tuned for my next golf event
email announcing the details.

Ross Cowan
Orca Probus Golf Co-ordinator

Golf is a game invented by
God, to punish those who
retired early!
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HOWARD’S PANDEMIC SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

I was up early on a recent Saturday and thought I’d do the “early bird” thing and get my
shopping done in a couple of hours. Not!  I was about to experience the new world of
shopping during a pandemic.

I live just a block from Costco, so I thought I’d pop over and be first in line when they opened
at 9:30.  As I cruised into the parking lot, I saw quite a lineup already there.  In fact, the line
went right around to the back of the store, past the truck unloading bay.  Many of the people
in the lineup had come over on the first ferry from Powell River, while others were from out of
town, as far away as Port Hardy.  Of course I was “gloved up” but with no face mask.  Many
wore masks but no gloves.  Quite a few had their masks pulled down to talk.  Go figure?
After waiting half an hour in the cold rain, the doors opened and the lineup moved steadily.  I
was in the store in 15 minutes.  Once inside the store I was in “hoarder’s heaven”, and found
everything I needed, including frozen vegetables.  “Great!” I thought… then found that the
lineup to check out went right to the back of the store.  The lineup moved steadily, and I was
out in 15 minutes. Total elapsed time at Costco was 90 minutes.  But wait a minute, I forgot to
pick up my prescriptions. “Oh well,” I thought, “I’ll just get them on the way home.”

The next stop was Canadian Tire.  Another lineup.  An hour later, I was exiting the store.

Then it was on to the Bulk Barn.  A total disaster for me!.  Only 3 people were allowed in the
store at any one time.  After another tedious wait in the rain, I was allowed inside to wait with
my cart for my ”personal shopper”.  Despite wearing gloves, I had to sanitize at the door.
While waiting for my turn, I rubbed an itchy spot on my chin with my knuckle.  A sharp-eyed
employee saw this and made me return to re-sanitize.  Finally, my personal shopper arrived
with a cart full of scoops and other tools, and I made wild guesses at the quantities I wanted.
No touching anything or you get severely chastized!  Thirty minutes later I was checking out.
The total elapsed time was an hour.

I made stops at Quality Foods and Thrifty’s, checking for yeast and bread machine flour.  I
scored some yeast, but not the bread machine variety.  Nada on the flour, though I got a
great deal on fresh corn.  I made a brief stop at the Thrifty’s Liquor store to buy some calming
fluids.  No lineup there!

It’s now 4:00 pm as I near home and Costco. “I should be able to do this fast,” I hoped.  I was
allowed straight into the checkout exit.  However, I didn’t see a clear path to the Pharmacy.
But then I saw a gap behind a cashier and charged through and came within two feet of a
lounging bagger I hadn’t noticed.  He jumped away from me like a scalded cat and indignantly
shouted “Hey, you came within two feet of me!”  “Dang it,“ I muttered as a I noticed a
plexiglass-shielded “pass through lane” I hadn’t seen before.

What should have taken a couple of hours took all day.  I did learn a thing or two about
distancing though.  I was glad to get home and enjoy a calming fluid or two.
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